. CHESHAM 

UEBAN  DISTEICT  COUNCIL. 


The  following  report  was  presented  by 
Dr.  Long  (Medical  Officer  of  Health),  at  the 
last  OouncU  meeting : — 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cheshatn 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  report  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1898,  which  I am 
sorry  to  say  is  not  quite  so  satisfactory  as  my 
last  one,  owing  to  the  occurrence  of  two  out- 
breaks of  scarlet,  and  a few  scattered  cases  of 
enteric  fever. 

In  my  last  report  I made  the  population  of 
your  district  8,760,  I now  make  it  8,895,  an 
increase  of  135.  These  figures  can  of  course 
only  be  approximate,  and  are  probably  well 
below  the  actual  population,  wben  one  takes 
into  consideration  the  number  of  fresh  families 
that  continue  to  come  into  the  town  to  reside, 
the  members  of  which  will  not  be  included  until 
the  next  census  is  taken.  The  deaths  during 
the  last  twelve  months  have  numbered  94, 
which  is  13  less  than  in  the  year  1897,  giving 
a death  rate  of  10.6  instead  of  12.7  last  year. 

Of  this  number,  21  or  23.3  per  cent,  were 
over  the  age  of  65,  and  32  or  34  ’04  per  cent, 
under  the  age  of  5 years,  «3  or  24  ’4  per  cent, 
being  less  than  12  months  old.  As  the  death 
rate  has  decreased,  so  also  has  the  birth  rate. 

In  the  year  1897  the  number  of  births  regis- 
tered was  267,  giving  a birth-rate  of  30’4  per 
thousand,  while  the  year  ^1898  gives  us  the 
number  of  births  registered  as  229,  and  a birth- 
rate of  257  per  thousand. 

I have  received  during  the  twelve-  months  33 
notihcations  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Act, 
made  up  as  follows  : — 1 

Scarlet  Fever  19 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  1 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  3 

Erysipelas  10 

Of  this  number  2 cases  have  terminated  fatally, 
one  being  a case  of  scarlet  and  the  other 
enteric  fever,  giving  a death  rate  for  Infectious 
Diseases  of  '022  instead  of  ‘oii  in  1897. 

The  cottage  in  the  Vale  set  aside  for  infec- 
tious diseases  has  been  open  twice  during  the 
year.  The  first  time  between  April  25th  and 
June  nth,  when  only  one  case  was  treated 
there.  The  second  occasion  was  between  Sep. 
■8th  and  Dec.  20th,  when  8 cases  in  all  were 
under  treatment,  one ''of  which  terminated 
fatally.  During  this  outbreak  15  cases  in  all 
were  notified,  and  at  one  time  I was  afraid  that 
we  were  verging  on  a very  serious  epidemic, 
which  I am  happy  to  say  was  avoided. 

The  mentioning  of  the  cottage  in  the  Vale 
brings  me  to  one  thing,  which  I cannot  too 
strongly  advocate,  namely,  the  need  of  a proper 
Isolation  Hospital. 

This  to  my  mind  is  more  of  a necessity  than 
ever  it  was,  for  I am  quite  prepared  at  any 
time  for  an  outbreak  of  small-pox,  and  should 
it  come,  most  stringent  measures  will  be  neces- 
sary at  once,  in  order  to  prevent  the  spreading 
of  this  dreadful  malady,  for  if  the  disease  should 
get  a firm  hold  in  the  town,  I feel  sure  that  the 
mortality  in  children  who  have  not  been  vacci- 
nated will  be  enormous. 

What  I would  recommend,  if  you  think  that 
the  suggestion  is  practicable,  is  that  this 
Council  should  join  with  some  other  body,  who 
would  be  willing  to  share  the  expenses  and  ad- 
vantages of  a proper  building,  to  which  all 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  may  be  taken, 
i'his  of  course  would  mean  an  expense  to  the 
town,  but  to  my  mind  it  would  be  money  well 
laii^  pqj,  and  might  be  the  means  of  saving 
many  a life. 

Another  thing  fo  which  I wish  to  draw  ypur 
attention  is  the  absence  of  any  vehicle  by 
means  of  which  cases  of  infectious  diseases  may 
be  conveyed  to  the  Hospital.  We  have  until 
now  used  the  one  belonging  to  the  Rural 
District  Council,  but  as  we  are  no  longer  to 

Sthis  privilege  without  paying  for  it,  I 
it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Council  to 
have  one  of  its  own. 

I have  made  occasional  visits  to  your  Sewage 
Farm,  which  seems  to  me  to  be  working  well. 

1 he  effluent  has  been  sent  up  to  the  Clinical 
Research  Association  and  report  received  was 
received  was  most  satisfactory. 

At  times  when  passing  one  does  certainly 
notice  the  odour  of  sewage,  but  this  is  usually 
wlfe^  the  atmosphere  is  damp,  and  I cannot  see 
myself  "how  it  can  be  altered. 

A specimen  of  'the  water  supply  to  the  town 
has  also  been  sent  to  tbe  Clinical  Research 


!d  into  the  subject  in  1896.  That  inquiry  showed' 
an  improTed  system  of  administemg  the  exist- 
iw  was  desirable,  amendment  of  the  law  not 
■ so  necessary.  Having  assured  the  House  thkt'the 
md  for  this  legislation  had  not  come  princi- 
from  the  agricultural  community,  he  Wated 
the  wish  of  the  Government  was  to  strengthen 
aw.  It  was  proposed  that  samples  should  be 
of  certain  imported  dairy  products  at  the 
of  entry  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  adultera- 
With  regard  to  home  products,  the  Agrioul- 
Department  asked  for  power  to  stimulate  local 
■rities  to  carry  out  the  existing  law.  Where  local 
rities  remained  supine  the  Department  ought  to 
lie  to  act  independently,  the  chief  object  to  be 
1 at  being  the  uniform  administration  of  the 
iroughout  the  country.  The  bill  contained  pro- 
is  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  sale  of 
irine  as  butter ; but  it  was  not  intended 
terfere  with  the  production  and  sale  of  that 
■tant  article  of  food.  The  suggestion  that 
olouring  of  margarine  should  be  prohibited 
not  be  entertained.  The  clauses  of  the  bill 
» reference  to  the  general  law  affecting  food 
rugs  were  based  on  the  recommendations  of 
■mmittee,  and  embodied  the  most  valuable  of 
proposals. 

Lough,  disliking  the  bill  becaiise  he  regarded 
. protective  measure  introduced  in  the  interests 
e agricultural  community,  moved  that  it  be 
second  time  that  day  six  months.  Hie  view 
he  measure  would  restrict  the  supply  of  certain 
foods  was  endorsed  by  Sir  C.  Cameron. 

M.  Stewart  approved  the  bill  generally,  but 
ted  that  under  it  harder  measure  would  be 
out  to  the  home  manufacturer  and  producer 

0 the  foreigner.  Mr.  fetrachey  commented  on 
ct  that  the  measure  contained*  no  definite  pro- 
3 dealing  with  i the  practice  of  colouring  certain 
and  Mr.  Heywood  Johnstone  thanked  the 
iment  for  introducing  the  bill,  in  whidi  there 
everal  most  salutary  clauses. 

W.  Foster  thought  this  legislation  rather  dis- 
iting,  because  its  promoters  had  passed  over 
mry  important  recommendations  of  the  Select 
ittee.  He  advocated  the  constitution  of  a Court 
irence  charged  with  the  duty  of  fixing  the  stan- 
to  which  different  foods  ought  to  conform. 
Llewellyn  maintained  that  when  butter  was 
•ed  artificially  or  when  it  contained  preserva- 
he  circumstance  ought  to  be  disclosed  to  the 
iser ; Mr.  Eilbride  supported  the  biU  in  the 
Its  of  fair  trade  a^inst  fraudulent  trade, 
fter  Mr.  Lowles  and  Mr.  Philipps  had  made 
observations, 
debate  stood  adjourned. 

1 Partridge  Shooting  (Ireland)  Bill  was  read  a 
time. 


HOUSE  OP  LOEDS.— March  7. 
d Balfour  presented  a bill  to  amend  the  law 
ig  to  trout  fishing  in  Scotland,  and  it  was  read 
time. 

Telegraph  (Channel  Islands)  Bill  was  read  a 
lime,  and  passed. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


THE  MUSCAT  INCIDENT. 

inswer  to  Sir  C.  Dilke,  who  asked'  a question 
eference  to  the  recent  lease  of  a coal-depot 
'.nee  by  the  Sultan  of  Muscat,  Mr.  Brod- 
splained  the  circumstances  under  which 
lultan  was  required  to  cancel  the 
He  stated,  amid  cheers,  that  the  action  of 
itish  Agent  was  taken  under  the  instructions 
Government,  and  that  Lord  Salisbury  had 
ed  the  French  Ambassador  more  than  once 
. was  impossible  for  the  Government  to  recede 
he  position  which  it  had  taken  up.  He  also 
bat  there  .was  nothing  to  prevent  France  from 
: a coal-store  at  Muscat,  provided  there  was 
icession  of  territory.  The  action  of  the  British 
the  Government  held  to  have  been  absolutely 
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lying  to  Mr.  Yerburgh,  who  wanted  informa- 
n the  subject  of  the  Northern  Eailway  exten- 
sntract  in  China, 

Brodrick  said  it  appeared  that  the  Russian 
er  objected  to  the  employment  of  an  English 
er  and  of  a European  railway  accountant,  and 
charge  given  on  the  freights  and  earnings  of 
les  outside  the  Great  Wall  of  China  as  being 
py  to  the  agreement  between  Russia  and  China, 
'ed  that  Sir  Claude  MacDonald  had  been  in- 
d to  point  out  that  none  of  these  points  con- 
l foreign  control  of  the  railways,  or  involved 
ion  or  control  of  the  lines  in  the  event  of  de- 
1 the  loan.  He  repeated  that  the  Government 
id  the  contract  as  binding  on  the  Chinese 
ment. 
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PARLIAMENTARY  PERMANENT  STAFF. 

constitution  of  the  Committee  to  consider 
with  a Committee  of  the  Lords  the  position  of 
rmanent  staff  of  both  Houses  was  again  dis- 
and to  the  motion  for  appointing  Mr.  J.  W. 
ir  a member  of  the  Committee  Mr.  MacNeill 
3,  his  reason  being  that  it  was  not  proposed  to 
n Irish  member  to  serve  on  the  Committee.  A 
a was  taken  and  the  motion  was  carried  by 
63,  Mr.  Pirie  made  a similar  protest  on 
if  the  Scotch  members,  when  Mr.  Wharton’s 
'as  proposed,  but  the  motion  for  nominating 
I.  gentleman  was  agreed  to  by  220  to  69.  The 
lestion  put  was  that  the  committee  should 
iwer  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records, 
on  this  Dr.  Clark  and  other  members  chal- 
» division.  The  motion  was  carried  by  230 
.63, 

PRIMARY  EDUCATION. 

Lloyd  - George  cabled  attention  to  the 
1 of  primary  education  in  England  and 
and  moved  a resolution  affirming  that  the 
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Association,  the  report  on  this  also  being  good. 

While  speaking  of  the^ water  supply  I think 
it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact, 
that  unless  the  sanitary  arrangements  for  the 
houses  just  finished  or  now  in  toe  course  of 
building  in  the  Vale,  at  the  bottom  of  Nash- 
^ leigh  Hill  are  in  a satisfactory  condition,  it 
seems  quite  within  the  range  of  possibility  that 
your  water  supply  may  become  contaminated — 
I do  not  mean  that  there  is  any  direct  danger, 
but  I thought  it  my  duty  to  mention  it. 

One  thing  I am  afraid  is  of  far  too  frequent 
occurrence,  and  that  is  cases  of  over-crowding, 
I should  be  glad  to  see  this  altered,  but  how  it 
is  to  be  done  I cannot  see.  The  people  must 
be  in  the  town,  and  certainly,  the  number  of 
dwellings  is  quite  inadequate  to  the  population. 
You  will  see  from  the  report  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  that  159  nuisances  have  been  dealt 
with  during  the  year,  of  which  144  have  been 
abated,  leaving  fifteen  on  the  books.  This  I 
think  very  satisfactory,  the  amount  of  work  done 
by  him  in  this  way,  has  been  more  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  and  he  has  done  it  in  a way 
which  has  not  caused  a bad  feeling  among 
those  with  whom  he  has  had  to  deal. 

This  brings  to  a close  my  second  annual 
report  to  you,  and  1 trust  that  the  year  on 
which  we  are  now  entering,  may  be  a more 
prosperous  one  to  the  town,  than  the  last. 

It  was  an  anxious  time  for  me  as  your 
Medical  Officer,  between  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember and  December,  during  which  time  we  were 
passing  through  our  second  outbreak  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  but  1 think  we  may  congratulate 
ourselves  that  it  went  no  further. 

Trusting  that  I may  retain  your  confidence 
I and  support, 

I am.  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  F.  LONG, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


•Tiui  interest,  and  that  ne  nad  good  weather, 
remarked  that  he  was  sure  the  battle  of  Atbara 
have  been  a hard  fighh  and  that  the  victory 
was  a brilliant  affair.  Many  of  the  bodies  are 

0 be  seen  upon  the  field  and  in  the  trenches. 
Koyal  Highness  and  his  party  remained  en- 
id  there  during  one  night. 

durman,  he  went  on  to  say,  was  an  ideal 
d for  a battlefield.  No  general  could  have  de- 

1 better  position  for  an  action  with  the  enemy, 
loldier  he  would  have  been  pleased  to  have  been 

The  Soudan  campaigns,  his  Boyal  Highness 
d out,  were  naturally  full  of  difficulties,  but 
vrithal  a splendid  school  for  the  officers  and 
The  work  done  during  those  campaigns  was 
kable  and  admirable. 

Khartoum  the  building  operations  were  pro- 
ng rapidly,  and  the  city  was  being  recreated, 
ips  2000  workmen  were  employed  in  erecting 
lordon  Mission  and  other  structures. 

9 Duke  and  Duchess  of  Connaught  gave  a 
r at  which  Lord  Cromer  and  a number  of 
guished  personages  were  present. 

.8  stated  that  either  Sir  Eeginald  Wingate  or 
lel  Maxwell  will  succeed  to  the  position  of 
d in  command  of  the  Egyptian  Army,  vacated 
eneral  Sir  A.  Hunter,  Sir  B.  Wingate  is  the 
* and  the  adjutant-general,  but  his  services  in 
capacity  are  deemed  well-nigh  indispensable, 
mderstand  that  the  Sirdar  is  disposing  of  the 
I contained  in  his  home  in  Cairo, 
onel  Maxwell  accompanied  Marchand’s  party 
d the  Sobat.  The  White  Nile  is  quite  low  and 
lie,  and  the  country  is  quiet, 
low  appears  that  all  the  previous  estimates 
ting  Ahmed  Fedil’s  forces  at  Gedarif  were 
ous,  and  that  the  Dervish  Emir  had  nearly 
I warriors.  Even  after  Colonel  Lewis’s  fight 
lim  at  Bosaires,  on  the  Blue  Nile,  he  got  off 
KXX)  men. 

b is  the  fairly  credible  information  now  given 
It  is  also  said  that  he  is  with  that  force  on 
hite  Nile,  operating  with  the  Khalifa, 
situation  presents  the  following  features.  The 
on  is  now  as  favourable  as  any  for  operations, 
a postponement,  as  is  now  being  discussed,  is 
‘.ed,  no  movement  will  be  made  before  June 
te  hot  weather. 

[ have  said,  the  Nile  is  low,  and  the  Shabluka 
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ANNUAL  ^ REPORT 

FOll  THE  YEAE 

18  9 8, 

BY 

WALTER  F.  CLARK, 

D.P.H.,  E.C.S.,  E.C.P.,  LOND. 


M.O.H. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  TUE 

tfftfian  ®i0fricf  Councif  for 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my 
report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  your  District  during 
the  year  1898. 

The  usual  forms  provided  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  giving  tabulated  information  as  to  the 
incidence  of  different  diseases  and  the  mortality  at 
different  periods  of  life  are  appended. 

From  form  “A”  you  will  see  that  the  compara- 
tively large  infant  mortality  is  accounted  for  by  the 
large  number  of  deaths  from  gastro  intestinal  diseases, 
which  also  has  swelled  the  zymotic  death  rate  to  an 
unusual  figure. 

From  Form  “ B”  you  will  see  that  compared  with 
last  year  many  fewer  cases  of  infectious  disease,  notifi- 
able under  the  Act,  have  been  reported. 

In  table  “ C”  I give  the  figures  for  the  year  in 
comparison  with  the  averages  for  those  of  ten  previous 
years,  which  gives  a rough  idea  of  the  general  health 
of  the  District. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITION. 

The  area  of  your  District  is  8,430  acres. 

The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the 
year  was  11,267,  that  is  1*45  persons  to  the  acre. 
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The  number  of  births  registered  was  350 — Males, 
187  ; Females,  163.  The  birth  rate  was  31  per 
thousand. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  163.  The 
usual  corrections  having  been  made,  the  number  161 
was  found  as  that  from  which  the  death  rate  could  be 
calculated. 

The  death  rate  was  14’3  per  thousand. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  was 
57,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  162-8  per  1,000 
births. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal 
zymotic  diseases  was  41,  the  death  rate  from  zymotic 
diseases  being  3-6. 


METEOROLOGY. 

As  the  Council  will  remember  the  rainfall  in  1897 
was  about  4 inches  less  than  the  average  amount,  and 
during  the  first  six  months  of  1898  only  6-6  inches  fell. 
What  fell  during  the  summer  would  he  almost  all 
evaporated,  and  thus  the  amount  of  water  in  the  soil 
must  have  been  very  small.  It  was  not  until  October 
that  sufficient  fell  to  take  any  effect,  and  even  then  it 
barely  penetrated  into  the  soil. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Cunningham  I am 
able  to  give  the  rainfall  at  Goff’s  Oak  for  1897  and 
1898,  and  from  these  it  is  evident  that  the  rainfall  on 
the  hill  is  considerably  greater  than  that  in  the  valley 
for  both  these  years. 

The  year  1898  has  also  been  remarkable  for  its 
high  temperature  and  for  the  continuation  of  summer 
weather  into  the  late  autumn. 
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Rainfall  in  Inches  foe  each  Month  of  the  Year  compared  with  the 


Average  for  Ten  previous  Years. 


Month. 

Cheshunt. 

Aver’ 

age. 

Goff’s  Oak. 

Januarv 

1897 

1-71 

1898 

0-67 

1-66 

1897 

1-86 

1898 

0-82 

February  

1-83 

0-92 

1-55 

2-16 

1-0 

March  

2-79 

0-88 

1-77 

j-6-07 

1-12 

April  

1-38 

1-24 

1-35 

1-58 

May  

1-5.5 

1-71 

1-94 

0-62 

2-50 

June  

2-53 

1-18 

1-75 

4-58 

1-68 

July  

0-40 

1-16 

2-83 

0-23 

0-35 

August 

2-70 

1-20 

2-90 

3-77 

1-55 

September  

2-23 

0-57 

1-75 

2-82 

0-33 

October 

0-51 

2-30 

2-82 

0-70 

3 76 

November  

0-81 

1-19 

2-31 

0.99 

1-82 

December  

2-21 

2‘09 

1 75 

2-76 

2-.54 

20-67 

15-71 

24-38 

26-55 

19-05 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  cases  reported  under  the  Infections  Diseases 
(Notification)  Act  were  the  following  ; — • 

Memhvanons  Croup.  Scarlatina.  Diphtheria.  Enteric  Fever.  Eri/sipelas- 

First  Half-year  14  12  2 6 

Second  Half-year  13  19  3 6 

Totals  ...  1 17  31  5 12 

Scarlet  Fever. — Seventeen  cases  were  reported. 
All  recovered.  Six  were  sent  to  Hospital  at  Enfield. 
Some  cases  could  he  traced  with  more  or  less  certainty 
to  previous  cases  in  the  neighhourhood,  but  most  of 
them  were  sporadic  cases — such  as  will  constantly 
occur.  It  frequently  happens  that  the  disease  breaks 
out  shortly  after  a railway  journey. 

Diphtheria. — Of  the  81  cases  notified  three  proved 
fatal.  Six  cases  occurred  in  one  house  in  Church 
Fields.  How  the  first  case  began  I cannot  say,  but  at 
that  time  there  were  no  means  of  isolating  cases  of 
Diphtheria  and  the  other  cases  followed.  All  however 
recovered. 
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Enteric  Fever. — Of  the  five  cases  reported  four 
were  in  persons  who  had  l)een  away  from  home,  and 
it  is  possible,  if  not  probable,  that  the  disease  was  not 
acquired  here.  One  of  these  was  notified  on  Novem- 
ber 16.  As  I had  on  that  morning  received  permission 
to  send  cases  to  Hertford  for  isolation  the  patient  was 
at  once  sent  off.  This  was  the  only  fatal  case.  The 
case  which  must  certainly  have  originated  in  your 
district  occurred  in  October,  and  most  probably  was 
due  to  the  water  supply  which  had  been  derived  from 
a well.  This  well  was,  however,  dry  when  the  case 
was  reported,  so  the  water  could  not  he  analysed. 

HiAREHtEA. — This  disease  caused  the  death  of  26 
children  under  five  years  of  age.  It  is  perhaps  the 
most  fatal  disease  of  children  and  yet  receives  the  least 
attention.  The  year  1898,  from  the  long  drought  and 
great  heat,  afforded  a favourable  opportunity  for  the 
manifestation  of  infantile  diarrhcea,  from  which  disease 
alone  a mortality  of  2'3  per  1000  has  resulted. 
Epidemic  diarrh(ea  commences  when  the  temperature 
of  the  earth  has  been  raised  to  a certain  point,  and 
continues  until  this  falls,  and  in  the  past  year  it  began 
in  July  and  continued  until  the  rain  in  October  cooled 
the  ground. 

Measles  were  very  prevalent  during  the  first  half 
of  the  year.  The  number  of  cases  is  unknown  as  this 
disease  does  not  come  under  the  Notification  x\ct,  hut 
nine  deaths  were  attributable  to  it. 

INSPECTION. 

The  inspection  of  the  houses  in  Eleanor  lioad, 
which  was  commenced  in  1897,  has  not  been  continued. 

I have  examined  some  of  the  houses  on  the  south  side 
of  the  road,  and  find  that  in  some  cases  the  same 
defects  exist  as  in  those  on  the  north  side,  but  the 
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drains  were  not  opened  nor  tested  in  any  way.  In 
spite  of  the  dry  weather  many  of  the  walls  showed 
signs  of  damp. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Water  Supply  has  been  of  good  quality  and 
sufficient  quantity  throughout  the  year.  The  reduction 
of  pressure  effected  by  the  valve  near  your  office  has 
reduced  the  waste  from  defective  taps. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  condition  of  the  sewers  has  been  satisfactory, 
and  the  Hammond  Street  district  has  been  sewered 
during  the  year. 

REMOVAL  OF  REFUSE. 

This  work  is  still  performed  through  a contractor, 
and  the  Council  have  decided  to  have  the  refuse  re- 
moved every  fortnight,  but  this  has  not  been  done 
regularly  as  yet,  and  I think  a little  more  supervision 
is  required. 

PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  Notification  Act  is  in  force,  and  thus  the 
knowledge  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  easily  ob- 
tained. 

Isolation  can  generally  he  provided  at  Enfield  for 
cases  of  Scarlet  fever,  and  six  cases  have  been  sent 
there,  but  there  is  frequently  a delay  of  24  hours 
before  the  patient  is  admitted.  Since  November  16th 
cases  of  other  infectious  diseases  can  be  sent  to 
the  Joint  Hospital  at  Hertford,  and  our  case  of  typhoid 
was  sent  there  on  that  day.  Cases  can  he  sent  to  this 
Hospital  immediately  on  notification  if  necessary. 


Your  district  is  therefore  better  provided  with 
means  of  isolation  than  ever  before. 

Disinfection  is  still  inefficiently  performed  as 
before,  and  yon  have  no  means  of  disinfection  for 
clothing,  bedding,  &c. 

No  proceedings  have  been  taken  under  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  ikct  during  the  year. 

An  attempt  was  made  by  you  to  close  a well  in 
St.  James  Koad.  The  serious  pollution  of  the  water 
was  closely  proved  and  indeed  hardly  disputed,  but, 
the  Justices  not  being  satisfied  that  it  is  a “ private” 
well,  your  case  failed,  and  the  well  remains  a source  of 
danger  to  those  using  it,  and,  through  them,  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district. 

During  the  year  1899  I hope  the  examination  of 
the  houses  in  Eleanor  Road  and  other  parts  of  your 
district  will  he  continued.  To  properly  ascertain  the 
sanitary  condition  of  a house  and  its  drainage  requires 
that  the  drains  should  he  examined  and  tested  as  was 
done  in  1897.  In  making  my  reports  to  you  I fre- 
quently omit  mentioning  evils,  of  the  existence  of 
which  I am  almost  certain,  because  I have  not  the 
opportunity  of  proving  them. 


A. — Table  op  Deaths  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages. 
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The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in 
of  the  above  records  of  mortality. 
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a Deaths  occurring  outside  tlie  district  among  persons  belonging  thereto. 

!)  Deaths  occurring  within  the  district  among  persons  not  belonging  thereto. 


B. — Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  New  Cases  of  Disease  known. 


Poinilation  of  all  a(ies. 

Reijistcred 

Births. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria . 

vs 

5 

§ ^ 
C;  p 

*1  6 

Typhoid. 

•yi 

Last  Census. 

Kstimated 
to  middle 
of  1800. 

Under  5 

5 

5 

1 

1 

9,62.5 

11,207 

350 

Over  5 

12 

2G 

4 ; 12 

Number  of  such  Cases  removed  from  their  Homes  iu  the  several  Localities 
for  Treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital,  G Scarlatina  and  1 Typhoid. 


C. — Statistics  fop.  the  Ybapv  1898  in  compari.son  with  the  Averages  of  the 
Figures  for  the  l.vst  10  years. 


Population 

1898. 

11,267 

Areraye. 

10,616 

Births 

350 

305 

Deaths 

IGl 

13G 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease 

41 

17.5 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

31 

23.8 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

14.3 

13.9 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

3.G 

1.5 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  births 

1G2.3 
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ON  THE 

CHERTSEY 

Rural  Sanitarp  District, 

— BY  — 
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C01TTEI^a?S : 

I.  Statistical  : Population,  Births  and  Deaths. 

II.  Summary  op  Sickness  and  Mortality  from  tlie  Seven  Principal  Zymotic 
Diseases,  and  from  certain  other  diseases,  to  which  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  ' applies,  and  of  the  ACTION 
taken  for  preventing  their  spread. 

III.  Summary  of  other  Proceedings  taken,  during  the  year,  under  the 

Sanitary  Acts,  etc. 

IV.  Appendix  containing  Inspector’s  Annual  Eeturn,  and  certain  Tables. 


CHERTSEY  ; 

Rawlings  and  Walsh,  Printers,  &c.,  Ohertsey,  Walton  and  Egham. 
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Area  in  1894 
Present  Area 
Number  of 
Inhabited 
Houses  at 
Census, 


- 42,095  Acres. 

- 24,649  Acres. 

) in  1861 -3,578 
( in  1871  - 4,319 
in  1881  - 5,119 
in  1891  -6,222 


Number  of  Parishes  in  1894,  9, 
Present  Number  of  Parishes,  7» 
^ in  1861  - 18,642 
Population  f in  1871  - 23,038 
at  Census  f in  1881  - 27,131 
> in  1891  - 32,713 


NOTE. — At  the  end  of  1894,  the  Parishes  of  Chertsey,  Weybridge,  and  Walton-on- 
Thames,  with  an  area  of  19,009  acres,  and  a population  at  the  Census,  1891, 
of  23,230  persons,  ceased  to  belong  to  the  district,  and  the  parish  of  Thorpe, 
with  an  area  of  1,563  acres,  and  a population  at  the  Census,  1891,  of  549 
persons,  was  added  to  it. 


Medical  Officer’s  Jleporf  for  (898. 


I.— Statistics. 

1.  — The  population  of  the  seven  Parishes  now  included  in  the  district  was 
10,091  at  the  census  1891.  Assuming  that  it  has  increased  at  the  same  rate  since 
the  last  Census  as  it  did  during  the  preceding  decade,  it  may  be  estimated  at  11,000 
persons  in  the  middle  of  the  year  under  consideration. 

2.  — The  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  District  during  the  year  was  291, 
(as  against  286  in  the  preceding  year),  which  represents  an  Annml  Birth-Rate 
of  26*5  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

3.  — The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  District  during  the  year  was 
114  (as  against  102  in  the  preceding  year^,  to  which  must  be  added  11  deaths  in  the 
Workhouse,  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  in  the  County  Asylum,  of  persons  belong- 
ing to  the  District.  These  125  deaths  represent  an  Annual  iJeath-Rate  of  11*4  per 
1000  of  the  estimated  population. 
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4.  — The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Consumption  (10  in  number^  were  at  the  rate 
of  *0  per  1,000  of  the  population,  which  is  below  the  previous  average  rate;  while 
the  deaths  from  other  Lung  Diseases  (15  in  number)  were  at  the  rate  of  1*4  per  1,000 
of  the  population,  which  is  also  below  the  previous  average  rate  in  the  district. 

5.  — The  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  were  27  in  number  (as  against  33  in 
the  preceding  year),  and  were  at  the  rate  of  9|-  per  cent,  of  the  births  registered 
during  the  year,  which  is  about  the  previous  average  rate  in  the  District.  (See  also 
Table  A at  the  end  of  Report.) 

Q.— Influenza  was  again  rather  prevalent  in  some  parts  of  the  District,  and 
caused  seven  deaths. 

7. — The  death-rates  for  the  District  and  for  each  of  the  largest  constituent 
parishes  in  the  district,  during  the  last  twenty-five  years,  with  the  average  of  the  ten 
years,  1874-83,  and  of  the  ten  years,  1884-93,  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : 


Annual  Death  rate  per  1,000,  from  all  causes,  in  the  Parishes  of 


Years. 

Bypleet. 

Chobham. 

Hoesell. 

WiNDLESHAM. 

Bnire 

District. 

1874 

15-4 

13-4 

11-8 

16-7 

16-5 

1875 

11-1 

176 

19-1 

18-5 

16-5 

1876 

9- 

15- 

18-8 

IM 

16'2 

1877 

!!• 

16-2 

12-4 

12'2 

13-7 

1878 

13-5 

10-4 

13-3 

11'3 

14-5 

1879 

13-0 

19- 

20-0 

15' 

15-5 

1880 

17-1 

11-5 

10-9 

133 

15-9 

1881 

14-3 

17-7 

16-6 

12'6 

13-5 

1882 

13  3 

14-4 

12- 

13‘6 

14-3 

1883 

8-3 

13' 

9-8 

9-3 

13- 

Average  of 

10  years 

12-6 

14'8 

14-5 

13-4 

14‘96 

1874-S3 

1884 

9-0 

16-3 

10-5 

15- 

14-5 

1885 

9-5 

19.2 

19-1 

12-7 

15-3 

1886 

8-2 

17-1 

14-7 

14' 

14-8 

1887 

8-2 

14- 

13'7  . 

15-4 

14'1 

1888 

14- 

14- 

11-6 

9- 

12-3 

1889 

18-1 

14- 

17-5 

9-8 

12-5 

1890 

15-2 

20- 

11-9 

10'7 

14-4 

1891 

12-2 

13-3 

18-6 

14-7 

15-6 

1892 

15- 

12-8 

13-6 

14-6 

14-6 

1893 

11-3 

11-6 

10-5 

13  7 

14- 

Average  of 

f-  , ■ 

j 

' 

10  years. 

11  1 

14-2 

14-2 

130 

14-2 

1881-93. 

1 

■ ' 

1894 

5-5 

13-1 

13-6 

10-7 

11-9 

1895 

1 101 

10-7 

22-1 

10-8 

13-7 

1896 

10-0 

1 10-0 

12-0 

10  2 

10'4 

1897 

8-0 

i 11-7 

7-0 

12-1 

10-2 

1898 

■ 8-5 

1 - 12-5 

13-2 

12-3 

ir4 

NOTE.— In  calculating  these  Death-rates,  each  Parish  has  been  debited  with  the  deaths  in  the  Workhouse.^  and  in  certam 
other  Public  Institutions,  of  those  belonging  to  it,  as  well  as  with  those. -vyhich  actually  occurred  in  it.  ( 
Note  at  foot  of  Table  A). 
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ll.— Summary  of  Sickness  and  Mortality  during  the  year  from 
the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  from  certain 
other  diseases  to  which  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notifi- 
cation) Act,  1889,  applies,  and  of  the  action  taken  for 
preventing  their  spread. 

1.  — Small  Pox. — No  case  of  this  disease  was  heard  of. 

2. — Op  Scarlet  Fever,  otherwise  called  Scarlatina,  the  following  cases 
were  notified : — 

In  January,  five  in  a house  near  Stafford  Lake,  Bisley,  and  one  at  Cheapside, 
Horsell. 

In  February,  one  in  Guildford  Road,  Bagshot. 

In  May,  one  at  Byfleet. 

In  December,  one  in  another  house  at  Byfleet. 

Altogether,  there  were  nine  cases  in  five  houses.  Six  of  the  patients  were  removed 
to  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital.  None  of  the  illnesses  ended  fatally. 

3. —  Of  Diphtheria,  two  cases  were  notified,  viz,,  one  in  April,  at  Valley  End, 
Chobham,  and  one  in  October  at  Walshaw  Lock,  Pyrford.  Both  patients  were 
removed  to  the  Hospital. 

4i.— Enteric  (otherwise  called  Typhoid)  Fever. — On  August  24th  a woman 
came  from  Essex  into  service  at  Horsell,  and  failed  the  next  day  with  what  proved  to 
be  Typhoid  Fever,  the  diagnosis  being  confirmed  by  the  Widal  Serum  Test,  .'^he 
was  removed  on  September  1st  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

On  August  29th  a man  returned  to  Bisley  Green,  after  staying  for  a fortnight 
in  Sussex,  and  was  attacked  on  September  2nd  with  this  Fever.  Both  of  these  cases 
were  probably  “ imported  ” cases.  No  others  were  heard  of. 

5.  — Measles  were  prevalent  in  July  in  some  parts  of  Chobham  and  caused 
one  death. 

6.  — Whooping  Cough  caused  two  deaths  at  Horsell. 

7.  — Diarrhoea  was  unusually  fatal,  and  caused  eight  deaths,  seven  of  which 
occurred  in  the  summer  among  young  children. 

The  total  number  of  deaths,  during  the  year,  from  these  seven  diseases  (which 
do  not  include  croup)  was  11,  which  represent  an  Annual  Zymotic  Death-Rate  of  1.0 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  (See  also  the  following  table  and  table  B at 
the  end  of  the  Report.) 
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Table  showiug  the  number  of  Deaths  in  the  District  from  each  of  the  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases, 
and  the  Zymotic  Death  Rate,  during  the  26  years,  1874-98. 


Years. 

Small  Pox. 

1 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Continued  Fevers. 

Diarrhoea. 

TOTAL. 

Typhus. 

Enteric 

or 

Typhoid. 

Other 

Kind 

Number. 

<u  a 

Oh  ® 

<»  O 

'-S’ 

1874 

21 

1 

5 

25 

8 

2 

17 

79 

31 

1875  

1 

12 

4 

5 

9 

1 

18 

. 50 

2-0 

1876 

3 

1 

23 

10 

10 

1 

18 

66 

2-6 

1877. 

2 

4 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

12 

33 

1-3 

1878 

1 

1 

7 

3 

4 

4 

21 

41 

1-5 

1879  :.  ... 

1 

11 

4 

5 

32 

7 

2 

15 

77 

2-9 

1880 

15 

19 

4 

15 

5 

4 

18 

80 

2-9 

1881 

2 

1 

8 

7 

1 

6 

11 

36 

1-3 

1882 

2 

20 

6 

2 

15 

2 

1 

6 

54 

2-0 

1883 

3 

5 

11 

2 

4 

10 

35 

1-3 

1884 

2 

13 

4 

4 

6 

1 

20 

50 

1-8 

1885 

7 

2 

1 

12 

23 

4 

1 

12 

62 

21 

1886 

13 

4 

5 

10 

11 

43 

1-4 

1887 

11 

10 

11 

25 

57 

1-9 

1888 

10 

4 

8 

2 

1 

6 

31 

1-0 

1889 

5 

1 

3 

3 

5 

2 

12 

36 

1-2 

1890 

4 

1 

1 

12 

3 

1 

9 

31 

1-0 

1891 

2 

2 

3 

18 

1 

1 

13 

40 

1 2 

1892 

4 

11 

9 

10 

34 

1-0 

1893...  ... 

20 

2 

12  : 

13 

4 

1 

20 

72 

2*1 

1894 

16 

2 

8 

8 

3 

3 

40 

1-2 

1895 

1 

2 

9 

5 

17 

1-6 

1896 

2 

2 

2 

6 

0-55 

1897 

10 

10 

09 

1898 

1 

2 

8 

11 

1*0 

As  regards  the  other  infectious  diseases,  which  have  to  be  notified  under  the 
above-mentioned  Act : — 


Of  Membranous  Croup,  or  Continued  Fever,  no  case  was  reported. 


Of  Erysipelas,  there  were  three  cases  at  Chobham,  and  one  at  Byfleet,  nong 
of  which  ended  fatally. 


Of  Puerperal  Fever,  one  case  was  notified.  It  was  that  of  a lady  who  came 
to  Thorpe  on  September  24th,  to  escape  the  contagion  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  was  in 
her  home  at  Egham,  and  who,  shortly  after  her  confinement  on  Sept-  30th,  was 
attacked  with  this  fever,  from  which  she  died  on  Oct-  8. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  further  action  which  was  taken,  during  the 
year,  for  preventing  the  spread  of  some  of  these  diseases  : —The  houses  infected  with 
Erysipelas,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  or  Enteric  Fever,  were  visited ; disinfectants 
were  in  some  cases  supplied  and  their  use  explained  ; insolation  of  the  sick  was  incul- 
cated, and  was  assisted  by  the  removal  of  eight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  two  of 
Diphtheria,  and  one  of  Enteric  Fever,  to  the  Joint  Hospital  at  Ottershaw  ; nuisances, 
when  found  on  the  premises,  were  abated  as  far  as  was  practicable  ; the  well-water 
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when  suspected,  was  analysed  ; and,  after  the  death,  removal,  or  recovery  of  the  sick, 
the  cleansing  and  disinfecting  of  the  houses  and  infected  articles  were  secured. 
Infected  articles  were  destroyed  at  several  houses  by  order  of  the  District  Council,  and 
compensation  given.  Infected  bedding,  and  other  articles,  were  also  removed  to  the 
hospital  from  sixteen  houses,  and  were  disinfected  in  the  Washington  Lyon  steam 
disinfector. 


The  number  of  persons  who  were  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital  from 
each  constituent  district  during  the  year,  with  the  nature  of  their  illness,  is  shown  in 
the  following  table  : — 


Diseases. 

Chertsey 

Bural. 

Chertsey 

Urban 

Weybridge 

Urban 

Walton 

Urban 

1 Total  in  1898  I 

1 Total  in  1897 

1 Total  in  1896  | 

1 Total  in  1895  I 

1 Total  in  1894  I 

1 Total  in  1893 

1 Total  in  1892  1 

1 Total  in  1891  | 

1 Total  in  1890  | 

1 Total  in  1889  | 

1 Total  in  1888  1 

1 Total  in  1887  | 

1 Total  in  1886  | 

1 Total  in  1885  I 

i Total  in  1884  I 

CO 

00 

00 

o 

H 

1 Total  in  J882  i 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

1 

11 

3 

23 

36 

66 

46 

84 

117 

10 

26 

35 

12 

9 

29 

29 

14 

42 

32 

59 

Diphtheria 

2 

17 

2 

21 

23 

26  31 

28 

15 

46 

14 

5 

7 

2 

5 

3 

1 

1 

6 

Typhoid  Fever  . .. 

1 

7 

1 

9 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Measles 

1 

Small  Pox 

1 

1 

III.— Summary  of  other  proceedings  which  were  taken,  during 
the  year,  under  the  Sanitary  Acts. 


1. — In  May,  the  District  Council  again  appointed  a Parochial  Committee  for 
the  Parish  of  Byfleet. 


2. — As  to  Water  Supply.  Forty-four  samples  of  water  were  sent  to  me  for 
examination  from  wells  on  the  undermentioned  premises  in  the  district,  with  the 
results  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Situation  of 

Premises. 

Number  of  Samples 
found  to  be  fairly 
Good. 

Number  of  Samples 
found  to  be  of 
doubtful  quality. 

Number  of  Samples 
found  to  be 
very  impure. 

TOTAL 

CHOBHAM 

6 

3 

7 

16 

HORSELL 

- 

2 

3 

5 

WINDLESHAM 

3 

1 

2 

6 

BYFLEET  ... 

4 

-- 

4 

8 

PYRFORD  .. 

1 

1 

— 

2 

BAGSHOT  

1 

4 

— 

5 

THORPE  

1 

— 

1 

2 

Totals 

16 

11 

17 

44 

8' 


Most  of  these  samples  were  examined  in  response  to  applications  from  the 
o.vnerS  of  new  buildings  for  water-certificates,  under  sec.  6 of  the  P.H.  (Water)  Act, 
187s,  and,  on  referring  to  the  preceding  table,  it  will  be  seen  how  large  a proportion 
of  them  were  found  to  be  so  “ impure  ” or  “ suspicious,”  that  the  Council  were  unable 
to  grant  the  certificates,  and  some  of  the  houses  were  allowed  to  be  occupied  without 
them. 

The  South  West  Suburban  Water  Company,  who  have  (or  claim  to 
have)  statutory  powers  in  Chobham  and  Windiesham,  have  unfortunately  demanded 
from  the  District  Council,  a guarantee  for  so  large  an  Annual  Rental,  before 
they  will  extend  their  mains  to  these  parishes,  that  the  Council  do  not  feel  justified 
in  giving  it. 

3.  As  to  the  removal  of  house-refuse  and  the  cleansing  of  earthclosets,  privies  and 
cesspools.  The  Council  again  contracted  for  the  performance  of  this  work  at  Bagshot, 
but  received  numerous  complaints  of  the  negligent  way  in  which  the  contractor  did 
his  work,  which,  however,  was  rendered  more  difficult  than  he  had  expected  by  the 
rapidity  with  which  many  of  the  cesspools  filled  up  after  they  had  been  emptied. 

They  also  again  contracted  for  the  systematic  cleansing  of  tub-closets  and  of 
cesspools  at  Sanways,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  parish  of  Byfleet. 

' 4.  As  to  the  working  of  the  Bye-Laws-  relating  to  new  Streets  and  new 

Buildings  : The  Surveyor  informs  me  that 


In  In  In  In 
1895  1896  1897  1898 

The  number  of  New  Build- 
ings for  which  plans  were 
submitted  for  approval 
under  the  Bye  laws,  was  79  98  95  114 
The  number  of  new  Streets 

ditto  13  4 3 

The  number  of  times  that 
legal  proceedings  were 
taken  for  breach  of  these 

Bye-laws,  was  ...  ...  iione  none  none  none 

5.  The  question  of  the  steps  which  could  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  whole- 
someness of  the  ice-creams  which  were  sold  in  the  district  and  to  regulate  the 
conditions  under  which  this  article  of  food  is  manufactured,  was  considered,  but  the 
Council  did  not  see  their  way  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter,  as  they  are  not  the 
Local  Authority  who  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts. 

E.  L.  JACOB. 

17,  Spencer  Park, 

Wandsworth  Common,-  S.W. 

January^  1899. 


Table  of  DeatllS  during  the  Year  1898,  in  the  Vhertsey  Rural  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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-The  following  deaths  in  the  Workhouse,  County  Hospital,  County  Asylum,  and  Isolation  Hospital,  must  be  added  to  those  with  which  each  Parish  has  been  debited  in  the  Table  : 

I By  fleet,  1 Horsell,  1 ; Chobham,  2 ; Windlesham,  5 ; Bisley,  0 ; Pyrford,  1;  .Thorpe,  1. 


Table  0/ , Population : Births,  and  of  new  cases  of  Infectious  Sickness,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during 
the  Year  1898,  in  the  Chertsey  Rural  Sanitary  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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to 
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o 
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o 
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1891. 
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3,009 
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' 

2,966 

05 
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PARISHES 

PYRFORD. 

BYFLEET. 

THORPE. 

CHOBHAM. 

HORSELL. 

) 

BAGSHOT. 

WINDLESHAM 

( rest  of) 

BISLEY. 

TOTALS 

•sioiaxsid-sas 

NOi.LYaisioaa 

i' 

ISXBaHO 

KYHaOHO 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  is  compulsory  in  the  District  since  the  Ist  of  January,  1890.  The  Isolation  Hospital  is  in  the  Chertsey  Urban  District. 
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